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(54) VIRTUAL ART GALLERY RETRIEVING METHOD 
(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To easily and efficiently select a desirable work by 
narrowing down works to a proper number under plural conditions. 
SOLUTION: It is made possible to set plural retrieval conditions given priority 
levels in a homepage of an art gallery on the Internet and works selected under 
the retrieval conditions are displayed so that a customer can select a candidate 
work to be purchased; when display words can not be narrowed down to the 
proper number through the above retrievalthe retrieved works are further 
narrowed down by using a random number to make it easy to select a desirable 
work. 



CLAIMS 



[Claim(s)] 

[Claim 1 ]A virtual art gallery search method which searches a work which a virtual 

art gallery established on the Internet possessescomprising: 

A step which sets up a search condition which combined two or more conditions 

arbitrarily. 

A step which makes a work with which it is satisfied of all the search conditions 
final search results when what suits conditions out of a work possessed by said 
set-up search condition is searched and there are two or more search results. 
A step which displays a work narrowed down by said search one by one. 
A step which selects a purchase candidate from said displayed works. 

[Claim 2]A virtual art gallery search method having a step which performs 
narrowing down which reduces the number further by choosing at random a work 



narrowed down by said search in the virtual art gallery search method according to 
claim 1 using a random number if needed. 



DETAILED DESCRIPTION 



[Detailed Description of the Invention] 
[0001] 

[Field of the Invention]This invention relates to the virtual art gallery search 
method which searches the work currently exhibited by the virtual art gallery 
established on the Internet. 
[0002] 

[Description of the Prior Art]In recent yearsan art gallery is established as a 
virtual shop of the homepage of the Internetand there is an example which is 
performing the mail order and the auction. For examplethere are Internet virtual 
shopssuch as "Galerie Nichido"that which is being an art galleryand an "Orient 
gallery." Neither a mail order nor an auction is carried out on the Internetbut 
actual show guidance to an art gallery etc. also have many homepages which 
mainly require an offer of information. 

[0003]Although there are few things with the system which searches and narrows 
down a work in the above virtual art galleriesThere are some which can search the 
pictures database holding the data of the work which an art gallery possesses 
according to the classification item of "it searching in a writer's genre"it searching 
by a writer nameit searching by classification of a workand "referring to an image" 
like an "Orient gallery" in inside. 

[0004]The picture of permanent exhibition is introduced also in other virtual art 
galleriesor author names are enumeratedthe picture of small size is shownand the 
mail order and the auction are performed. 

[0005]When a candidate pays by applying by E-mail etc. and carrying out the bank 
transfer of the amount of specificationif a picture to buy is decided etc.it is usually 
that the desired picture is the system of obtainingby parcel delivery service. 
[0006] 

[Problem(s) to be Solved by the Invention]Since I got the customer to look at all 
the works in the homepage of the conventional art gallery and the picture and 
print of hope were chosen except for the above-mentioned "Orient gallery"In the 
form where the conditions for choosing a work to purchase were taken into 
considerationcould extract a workit could not be perusedand the work which it 
requires time for selection of a work or wishes to have was not found easily. 
[0007]When pictures databases are a lot of number of sheets in order to refer only 
to one condition although the search system is attached in the example of an 
"Orient gallery"There was a problem that still and the number cannot be 
abandoned even if it searches and extracts a worker the work of a kind not to see 
could not be indistinguishable and the work of the kind for which it wishes could 
not be selected efficiently. 



[0008]Were made in order that this invention might solve conventional SUBJECT 
like ****and the purposelt is being able to narrow down to the work of the series 
for which it wishes according to two or more search conditionsbeing able to 
peruse a workand providing the virtual art gallery search method which can select 
a desired work easily and efFlciently so. 
[0009] 

[Means for Solving the Problem]To achieve the above objectsthe feature of an 
invention of claim lln a virtual art gallery search method which searches a work 
which a virtual art gallery established on the Internet possessesWhen what suits 
conditions out of a step which sets up a search condition which combined two or 
more conditions arbitrarilyand a work possessed by said set-up search condition is 
searched and there are two or more search resultsit is in providing a step which 
makes a work with which it is satisfied of all the search conditions final search 
resultsa step which displays a work narrowed down by said search one by oneand 
a step which selects a purchase candidate from said displayed works. 
[0010]According to the invention of this claim 1 since two or more search 
conditions can be set up according to a work of hopeonly a work of a work series 
of hope can be searched and the number of works displayed can be narrowed 
down. 

[001 IjThere is the feature of an invention of claim 2 in having a step which 
performs narrowing down which reduces the number further if needed in the virtual 
art gallery search method according to claim 1 by choosing at random a work 
narrowed down by said search using a random number. 

[0012]According to the invention of this claim 2although a work is narrowed down 
according to two or more search conditionswhen there are still many worksit can 
choose at random using a random number from these worksand also a work can be 
narrowed down. 
[0013] 

[Embodiment of the Invention]Hereafteran embodiment of the invention is 
described based on a drawing. Drawing 1 is a flow chart explaining one embodiment 
of the bar chill art gallery search method of this invention. A customer is his own 
personal computerand if he accesses the home page etc. of the art gallery 
established on the Internetin order to choose the work to perusehe can set up a 
search condition which is described below on the home page. 
[0014]Firstat Step 101a customer opens a retrieval picture and performs the 
priority of searchand setting out of a search condition. By that cause in for 
examplethe painter name of choicea budgetan oil paintinga watercolor paintinga 
printer a monochrome painting as shown in drawing 2 . Since the sizethe Japanese 
painting or oil painting of a pictureand the retrieval picture which is realistic or can 
set up two or more search conditions of an abstract picturea landscapea portraita 
still lifeetc. is displayedWhen a customer does conditioning of the oil painting 
firstthis search condition changes with the 1st place of a priorityand if less than 
500000 yen - 100000 or more are set up as a purchase budget nextthis search 
condition will become the 2nd place of a priority. It is the same as that of the 



followingand if two or more search conditions are set up as requiredthe priority of 
a search condition will be set up in order of the setting out. 
[001 5] According to the high search condition of a prioritythe system by the side 
of an art gallery searches the database of a work with Step 102and chooses the 
work of relevance at it. If there are front search results in that casea logical 
product with that will be taken and a work will be extracted. For examplefirstthe 
work of an oil painting is searched with the above-mentioned exampleand less 
than 500000 yen - 100000 or more works are searched with it from the search 
results. 

[0016]Nextat Step 103a customer Judges whether the searched work is a suitable 
numberfor example 10-20when there are many search worksit returns to Step 
101 and the search condition for narrowing down the number of works is addedand 
also Steps 102 and 103 are processed. 

[001 7]In this wayalthough the work was searchedwhen the number of search 
works turns into a suitable number at Step 103or when [ although it is still large] 
there is no search condition set up moreit progresses to Step 104. In Step 
104whether it was narrowed down to a nice and suitable number of works 
judgesand when narrowed downit progresses to Step 106. Only by setting out of a 
search conditionit progresses to Step lOGafter making auto select of a suitable 
number of the works from the work searched with Step 105 using the random 
numberwhen it is not able to narrow down to a suitable number. 
[0018]Nextin Step 106description is passed with a soundfor exampledisplaying the 
narrowed-down work one by one. Thenthe work is displayed to the limit of the 
indication frame of a homepage. The button of a browser "returning" is clicked and 
got from a customer after appreciation. When a customer is pleased with the 
pictured nominee is clicked and got at Step 107and it is recorded on a list at Step 
108. Nextcustomer data (an addressa namean E-mail addressetc.) is inputted and 
got from a customer at Step 109. 

[001 9]It judges whether a customer's work purchase budget is a small amount at 
Step 1 lOand when a budget condition is a small amountthe work purchased out of 
the nominee displayed on a homepage at Step 1 1 1 is selected and got from a 
customer at Step 112. Thenat Step 1 13if a purchase work is determinedby a bank 
transfer etc. payment will be madeand it will be givenand will deliver after payment. 
[0020]On the other handat Step 1 lOwhen budget conditions are a large sum and 
the amount of insidethe door-to-door sales which bring a nominee at Step 114 are 
performedthing is shown to a customerand a purchase work is selectedpurchased 
and got. 

[0021]Since the work perused by attaching a priority and setting up two or more 
search conditions can be searched according to this embodimentit can narrow 
down to the suitable number of works of the work series for which it wishesa 
purchase nominee can be selectedand a desired work can be selected easily and 
efficiently. 

[0022]Since the work automatically displayed at Step 105 using a random number 
is extracted to a proper number when there are many searched workseven if it 



refers to two or more search conditionsa work can be efficiently selected from the 
huge numbers of possession works. 

[0023]The search method which does not include processing of Step 105 is also 
possibleand the work which such composition can also narrow down a work and 
wishes it to a number proper enough when there are not so many possession 
works can be selected easily and efficiently. 
[0024] 

[Effect of the Invention]As explained to details aboveaccording to the virtual art 
gallery search method of this inventionthe work which is narrowed down to the 
suitable number of works by two or more conditions and for which it asks can be 
selected easily and efficiently. Since a search work can be further narrowed down 
using a random numbera desired work can be efficiently selected from the huge 
numbers of works. 



DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS 



[Brief Description of the Drawings] 

[Drawing 1] It is a flow chart explaining one embodiment of the virtual art gallery 
search method of this invention. 

[Drawing 2] It is a figure showing the example of a setting screen of a search 
condition. 
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